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NATIONAL BACKGROUND INVESTIGATIONS BUREAU.

QUARTERLY TIMELINESS PERFORMANCE METRICS FOR SUBMISSION, 

INVESTIGATION & ADJUDICATION* TIME
AVERAGE DAYS OF FASTEST 90% OF REPORTED CLEARANCE DECISIONS MADE

All Initial Top Secret
Secret/

Confidential
Top Secret 

Reinvestigations
Secret 

Reinvestigations

Adjudication actions taken – 2nd Q FY18 17,685 4,511 13,174 3,264 10,689

Adjudication actions taken – 3rd Q FY18 21,170 5,610 15,560 4,155 8,543

Adjudication actions taken – 4th Q FY18 16,094 4,732 11,362 3,745 7,676

Adjudication actions taken – 1st Q FY19 14,399 3,876 10,523 5,503 2,254

*The adjudication timeliness includes collateral adjudication by DoD CAF and SCI adjudication by other DoD adjudication facilities

39 39 43 41 51 48 44 45 34 36 42 41 43 54 66 64 67 45 43 41

266 225 233 218

472
399 405 408

207 167 168 152

560 553
595

506

111 144 170 169

20
12 15 35

20

8 10 15

18
12 16 41

93 82
33

48

10 8
14

79

325
276 291 294

543

455 459 468

259
215 226 234

696 689 694

618

188 197
227

289

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

800

FY
18

-Q
2

FY
18

-Q
3

FY
18

-Q
4

FY
19

-Q
1

FY
18

-Q
2

FY
18

-Q
3

FY
18

-Q
4

FY
19

-Q
1

FY
18

-Q
2

FY
18

-Q
3

FY
18

-Q
4

FY
19

-Q
1

FY
18

-Q
2

FY
18

-Q
3

FY
18

-Q
4

FY
19

-Q
1

FY
18

-Q
2

FY
18

-Q
3

FY
18

-Q
4

FY
19

-Q
1

All Initial (T5/T3) Top Secret (T5) Secret (T3) Top Secret Reinvest (T5R) Secret Reinvest (T3R)

D
ay

s

Initiate Investigate Adjudicate



3/21/2019 3

NATIONAL BACKGROUND INVESTIGATIONS BUREAU.

INDUSTRY’S MONTHLY WORKLOAD & INVENTORY
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NATIONAL BACKGROUND INVESTIGATIONS BUREAU.

INDUSTRY’S TIMELINESS DISTRIBUTION

BY CASE TYPE

Key:

Minimum Median Maximum25% 75%

Fastest 75% of cases closed within this range

90%

*

*Note:
Over the past 6 months, NBIB 
has received a smaller 
proportion of less fieldwork 
intensive T3R cases from 
Industry when compared to 
the historical average. While 
the Industry T3R inventory is 
now at the lowest point in 
over 2 years, the timeliness 
of the most recent Industry 
T3R closings is primarily a 
result of a higher proportion 
of T3R cases which required 
fieldwork. 
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NATIONAL BACKGROUND INVESTIGATIONS BUREAU.

INDUSTRY’S AVERAGE TIMELINESS TRENDS FOR 90% 

INITIAL TOP SECRET SECURITY CLEARANCE DECISIONS

Feb 
2018
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2018
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2018

May 
2018
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2018

Jul 
2018

Aug 
2018

Sep 
2018

Oct 
2018

Nov 
2018

Dec 
2018

Jan 
2019

Total Adjudications Reported 1,339 2,234 2,054 1,741 1,817 1,510 1,496 1,726 1,714 1,732 432 2,315

End-to-End Timeliness
(Fastest 90%)
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NATIONAL BACKGROUND INVESTIGATIONS BUREAU.

INDUSTRY’S AVERAGE TIMELINESS TRENDS FOR 90% 

SECRET/CONFIDENTIAL SECURITY CLEARANCE DECISIONS
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Jul 
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2018

Sep 
2018

Oct 
2018

Nov 
2018

Dec 
2018

Jan 
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Total Adjudications Reported 4,360 4,258 5,931 5,291 4,343 4,185 3,996 3,186 3,439 5,085 2,002 5,114

End-to-End Timeliness
(Fastest 90%)
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NATIONAL BACKGROUND INVESTIGATIONS BUREAU.

INDUSTRY’S AVERAGE TIMELINESS TRENDS FOR 90% 

TOP SECRET REINVESTIGATION SECURITY CLEARANCE DECISIONS
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2018

Nov 
2018

Dec 
2018

Jan 
2019

Total Adjudications Reported 950 1,221 1,204 1,439 1,514 1,277 1,537 936 1,919 2,167 1,418 2,727

End-to-End Timeliness
(Fastest 90%)
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NATIONAL BACKGROUND INVESTIGATIONS BUREAU.

INDUSTRY’S AVERAGE TIMELINESS TRENDS FOR 90% 

SECRET REINVESTIGATION SECURITY CLEARANCE DECISIONS (T3R)

Feb 
2018
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2018

Apr 
2018

May 
2018

Jun 
2018

Jul 
2018

Aug 
2018

Sep 
2018

Oct 
2018

Nov 
2018

Dec 
2018

Jan 
2019

Total Adjudications Reported 4,205 3,477 2,028 3,280 3,235 4,009 2,784 883 1,145 719 391 1,418

End-to-End Timeliness
(Fastest 90%)
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